[image: image1.png]Ilove to wiite about rescue,
about dogs like Charlie. Once
terribly abused, now adopted by
his foster farnily, the great
protector and fiiend of their
children. They braught hirm in to
their home, cleaned his
wounds, and loved him. Now he
gives that back_ And just yesterday | heard from Sue that Noel, the
abandoned Chistras Dog has been adopted!

Allthat aside today Im talking about a diferent kind of rescue. Now
the dogs are the rescuers! Earlier this winter | had the pleasure of
spending the day with the Brookings County K9 Search and
Rescue. Two of our fiends who volunteer regularly with the Pit
Rescue of the Great Plains

We went along as part of preparations for filming thern later this year
1was glad the cameras weren't on me that day, | was so full of
questions it would have been terrible to edit!




[image: image2.png]On hand to answer my
questions was team leader
Sandy Vernlund. Although my
heart soared to watch two
American Pit Bull Terters hard
at work, it was Vernlund and
her partner Shadow that really
took my breath away. Literally!

Taking advantage of my husband being a new visitor that Shadow had
not search for before, he took the place of the lost "victim” and
headed out into the tree line. | followed as Shadow used nothing but
air scent 1o track down Clint. Even though he trudged much farther up
the tree line than thought, and actually climbed a tree, Shadow
diigently tracked until she found him with no help from us. It was
awesome to see

Vernlund gave us the basics of kinds of racking, how diflrent types
of dogs excel in different types of rescue. She talked about the
importance of calling for this kind of help as soon as the search
begins. To often law enforcerment waits to ask for canine help, or is
ot aware of the teams in their area. She shared a persanal story of
how she became imvobved in search and rescue when a farmily
member was lost. Her own experience gave her the drive to take her
relationship with her pet to a deeper level and giving back to the
community at the same time.




[image: image3.png]Brookings County K9 Search and Rescue also has a great link for
Kids. They of course address dog safety, but also give a great outline
of what to do when you are lost. Tips that even | never thought off Of
course | know the Be A Tree plan to prevent bites, but through are
also training their own dogs in search and rescue

techniques BCKISAR | leamed about Hug A Tree. The volunteers
are even willing to visit your school and teach the Hug A Tree plan to
Kids.

The National Search and Rescue Associations motto s *... that
others may live”. I glad to know that in the case that | o 2 loved
one were lost peaple like the team at Brookings County K9 Search
and Rescue will be there to help me. They will load up their dogs,
and they will cross all terain. And along with their handlers dogs like
Shadow will rescue the humans, just like we so often rescue thern
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