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M Participants to
Tearn how to
assist during

missing-pers
searches

Tmagine how it would feel
to fle @ mssing perscn report
for one of your dhildren or
family members, and then to
have to witness 4 search-and-
roscue operation for. your
missing relative.

Sandra Vernlund - a Brook:
ings County K9 search and
resctie specialist and certified
community  emergency
Tesponse teams instructor
can xelate.

Vernlund was once in the
same situation, with a missin
father. For that reason, and
because che loves dogs,
Vernlund leamed how to par
ticipate in search and rescue
missions, and to train her
canine friends to do the sam.

Sao SEARCH, page A2

s Sy 9 ach ara oo it
Grid searchers make & sweep through a field on a search and rescus training session at ast year's
Ground Pounder Clase in Brookings.
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And now, anyone can learn.

Brookings ~County K9
Search and Rescue is a volun-
teer, non-profit group dedicat-
ed to assisting official agencies
in search and rescue missions.
The group is offering its sec-
ond annual Ground Pounder
Class at Midway State Camp,
which is located between
Brookings and Volga on US,
Highway 14,

Basic training

The class takes place this
Saturday, Aug. 22, at 8 am.
Volunteers will learm how to
assist during missing person
searches in the area.
Participants will learn grid-
searching techniques, map
reading, using a compass,
ic figure-8 knots, basic
tracking, clue awareness and
crime ~ scene  preservation.
Some of the teaching duties

A weekend session at Midway
Camp will offer training in K-9
and mounted searches.

will be handled by a deputy
from the Brookings County
Sheriff's Office.

For those traveling with
search and rescue dogs, there
will be additional training in
the afternoon and  again
Sunday.

For horsemen and women,
there will also be mounted
search and rescue training

Saturday afternoon, which
means volunteers ride horses
during searches,

Arcas will be set up outside,
so participants can practice
their new skills. Those attend-
ing are encouraged to wear
clothing and shoes that they
don't mind getting dirty and
that are appropriate for the
weather.

Each person will receive a
manual and certificate upon
completing the class.

Lunch

The classes are free, though
the group asking for dona-
tions to help cover the costs.
Lunch will be provided by the
Brookings County K9 Search
and Rescue Team.

For more information, visit
the group's Web site at
wwwibckdsar.com. To sign up
for the class, call Vernlund at
692-9293 and leave a message.

Contact Amanda Palluck at apal-
Tnc BNk nar ks u





