[image: image1.jpg]Left: Eric Peterson with Eve, Sandy
Vernlund with Bodasafa and Shadow,
Sue Bullard with Lucy.

Opposite Page (left to right): German
Shepherd "Shadow" has multiple
certifications and loves meeting
children. German Shepherd "Rowdy"
working a rubble pile. Eric Peterson and
Eve working a trail. Coonhound/Lab Mix
"Bodasafa” has multiple trailing
certifications. Border Collie "Bailey"
working a trail.

know what every turn of the head and tail wag mean when
working together. Along with canine training, handlers must
also learn Crime Scene Preservation, Clue Behavior and
the list goes on. It may take years before the handler and
dog team are ready to deploy.

While no search dog can give a 100% guarantee of finding
a lost subject, using a certified dog will greatly increase the
odds of determining the direction of travel and ultimately
finding the subject. Brookings County K9 Search and
Rescue has Trailing, Area Search, and Human Remains
Detection dog teams available in the Brookings, Sioux Falls
and Rapid City areas. They provide highly trained, profes-
sional, volunteer search dog teams that are certified to
national standards such as the North American Police and
Working Dog Association (NAPWDA) and the National Asso-
ciation for Search and Rescue (NASAR) which are compli-
ant to the National Incident Management System (NIMS).

The Brookings County K9 Search and Rescue team or
BCK9SAR was formed in 2007. They hope to set the bench
mark of excellence for a volunteer canine search and
rescue team in the state of South Dakota. Their primary
focus has, and always will be, the missing person. They
take personal egos out of the equation and always ask,
“What is the best option for the specific case at hand?”

BCK9SAR handlers require grit, determination and commit-
ment to do volunteer search and rescue work. Their dogs
have a strong, overpowering desire to search, even under
bad conditions. Training sessions and actual searches are
often long, tiring, dirty, sweaty, buggy, muddy, etc. They are
not paid to do this. Something else has to drive them to
continue. Their motto is the same as most Search and
Rescue teams across the nation “so that others may live”.
Uniting a lost person with their family and friends is what
they and their dogs strive for. %
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Mar\\/ of us have felt it, that ache in the pit of your
stomach. Horrible ‘what-if’ scenarios play in your head as
you begin searching franticly. Not being able to locate or
find a loved one is a terrible feeling.

In the United States, roughly every three minutes, one adult
over the age of 18 goes missing. Every five minutes a child
goes missing or 100,000 children every year. But the
number could be even higher.

Closer to home, South Dakota has approximately between
25 to 50 active missing children cases at any given time
and roughly 10 adult cases every year.

“Every missing person deserves a
110% search effort.”

Why use a search dog? One search dog can search a one
acre area within one minute, while it would take ten
searchers several sweeps to cover the same area, take
more time and also more likely to miss something. It
happens often on searches where dogs have not been
deployed first. Releasing a search dog into the same area
and within minutes they have located the subject (who pre-
vious searchers had not seen). Since search dogs “see”
with their noses, they can pinpoint subjects downwind from
a far as 750 yards away.

Search dogs do have powerful noses and they are even
more powerful after the training they go through. The larger
breeds that make good search dogs such as Bloodhounds,
German Shepherds, Belgian Malinois, Labrador Retrievers
and so on, have approximately 220 million scent receptors
in their noses. Dogs used in a search and rescue mission

can't be just any dog. They must be trained for the specific
task needed during a search.

* |If searching a park, pasture, field or crop land an Area
Search dog would work best. These dogs are trained to
search large areas off lead and can work day or night.
These dogs are oriented to airborne human scent and work
into the wind. Most Area Search dogs do a “recall/refind”.
When the dog finds the subject, they return to the handler,
indicate or “tell” them they found someone and lead the
handler and rescue team back to the subject.

* Trailing Dogs basically follow the subject’s footsteps.
They can follow a trail on grass, gravel, or concrete. They
are most effective one to three hours after the subject has
gone missing. As the trail ages, the scent or odor deterio-
rates making it harder for trailing dogs to follow, although
some have followed trails as old as three days under ideal
environmental conditions. It is so important to call out
search dogs as soon as possible in a search before the
trail is contaminated or lost entirely.

* HRD (Human Remains Detection) or Cadaver dogs are
trained to find bodies that have been buried, hung,
burned, submerged in water or scattered in an area.
These dogs can work over land and water that is several
feet deep. Brookings County K9 Search and Rescue has
two certified HRD dogs that have both alerted on graves
over 100 years old. They can assist in locating missing
subjects that are presumed dead and also assist in
homicide investigations.

While the dog is the most important member of the two
member team, the handler also plays an important role by
spending months learning how to read his dog, getting to
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